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Goal #3 - Dig Deep
3. We want to dig deep. We want to give 
a generous offering to help our missions 
partners with the great work they’re doing for 
the Lord. Our Next Steps building program will 
be over the second Sunday of November. On 
November 19 we’re going to collect an offering 
and pledges for what we all want to give to 
our missions partners over the next 12 months. 
Some who have been giving to the building 
fund will give that part of our offering to 
Acts 1:8. Some of you have never gotten excited 
about the building fund, but you’ll want to be 
part of spreading the gospel around the world.

Goals of the Acts 1:8 Project
For the next 12 months, instead of a building 
program in which we use 90% for building 
additions/improvements and give 10% to 
missions, we feel led to make a payment on the 
loan for Forest Park North and give all the rest 
to our missions partners. What are the goals of 
this project?

Goals #1 - Wise Up
1. We want to wise up. We want to help 
everyone who attends our church to learn 
about what God is doing around this world. 
It’s important because our partners are being 
used by God in great ways. Missions has to be 
personal before it gets powerful. The first goal 
is to help you know what’s happening in the 
world of missions.

Goal #2 - Kneel Down
2. We want to kneel down. We want to multiply 
our prayers for our missions partners. Jesus said 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you. As the early church gathered 
in an upper room for prayer, the Spirit came. 
Prayer brought the power. As we get to know 
our missions partners, God is going to break 
our hearts for the people they are serving. The 
more we pray, the more God will work. The 
Acts 1:8 information packet includes a stack 
of prayer cards. We want you to put them in 
a place where you’ll run into them every day. 
Each morning you pick up the top card and 
pray. Then, you put it on the bottom and the 
following day you pray for the next one. If all 
of us pray, the impact we have on our broken 
world will multiply.



How to Pray for Our Missions 
Partners

Pray for Open Doors
1. Paul, the greatest missionary of all time said, 
“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open 
a door for our message...” (Colossians 4:2-3)

Paul says, I want you to pray God will give us a 
wide open opportunity to tell the world about 
Jesus. It was far more important to Paul that 
he be a faithful witness than a free man. We 
must understand there are some doors that are 
opened only through prayer. There are places 
all over the world where at this very hour our 
missionaries are either under duress or in very 
real danger. The very least that we can do is 
pray for them.

Pray for the Needs of the World
2. The greatest need in the world is for salvation.  
Paul said, “And pray for us, too, that God may open 
a door for our message, so that we may proclaim 
the mystery of Christ...” (Colossians 4:3)

The gospel is not a mystery to us because we’ve 
heard the gospel. But the message of Jesus is a 
mystery to most of the world. They don’t even 
understand the most basic elements of our 
faith such as “why did God send Jesus to earth?” 
Imagine what it was like for Paul to go into a 
pagan town where nobody had any concept of 
the most basic Christian truths. No wonder he 
said in verse 4, “Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, 
as I should.” (Colossians 4:4)

Pray for the of the Missionaries 
Themselves
3. Paul said, “And pray for us, too, that God may 
open a door for our message, so that we may 
proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in 
chains.” (Colossians 4:3)

By the time Paul writes this letter, widespread 
persecution of the church is underway, and Paul 
is a prime candidate for death. In a sense, Paul 
is saying, “I really need you all to pray for me. 
There’s a world out there that is dying without 
Christ, and I’m sitting here in these chains, and 
nothing would delight me more than being 
able to go out and do the same thing that got 
me put in these chains in the first place, and 
that is to tell people who are lost how Jesus can 
save them.”

The great need of our world is for God’s 
people to pray for open doors so the gospel 
may be clearly presented locally, nationally 
and internationally. The purpose of prayer is 
not to get man’s will done in heaven, but to 
get God’s will done on the earth.  There is no 
higher honor than to be a co-intercessor with 
Jesus who sits at the right hand of the Father, 
interceding for us. Pray for open doors. Pray for 
the needs of the world. Pray for the needs of 
our missionaries.

Did You Get Your Acts 1:8 Information 
Packet?

If you have not received your Acts 1:8 information 
packet, pick one up in the Lobby. The packet 
contains information about Forest Park’s vision 
for supporting our missions partners over the 
next 12 months, as well as tools to help you 
grow in your faith. Now is the time to join with 
us as we pray for a miracle on November 19.


