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In all four gospels and the book of Acts, Jesus 
made it crystal clear that his followers are not 
so much known by their coming in as by their 
going out.

The Acts 1:8 Project provides scholarships to 
those who have never been on a missions trip 
and need financial assistance. Pray more and 
more of our church family will hear and heed 
the call of Jesus to go.

Our Acts 1:8 Project missions 
partners provide us the opportunity:

• to care for orphans and widows,
• to start new churches,
• to impact college campuses,
• to feed the hungry,
• to minister to the sick,
• to open doors for sharing the gospel in our 

own community,
• to rescue unborn babies,
• to build chapels for new congregations,
• to minister to people who’ve lost their 

homes in the recent hurricanes,
• to send people to do God’s work,
• to reach people groups who have never 

heard of Jesus.

This is our moment in history to advance the 
gospel through generous living.

The Five Commissions of Jesus
Many people are familiar with the Great 
Commission found in Matthew 28:18-20. And 
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.”

The other three gospels and the book of Acts 
also record a commission of Jesus:

And he said to them, “Go into all the world and 
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.” 
(Mark 16:15)

“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things. And behold, I am sending the promise 
of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until 
you are clothed with power from on high.” 
(Luke 24:45-49)

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.” (John 20:21)

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)



Questions & Answers

Why are we having an Acts 1:8 
emphasis? Why not just announce 
that our mission partners need 
funds?
Because it takes a lot of time and effort to 
fully communicate the need, the purpose, 
the goals, and the vision to everyone in a 
church our size. With over 1,600 attenders at 
Forest Park, it requires an enormous amount 
of communication to insure that everyone 
knows exactly what is going on. Many 
attenders have no idea what our missions 
partners have been doing to advance the 
gospel. The more we know, the more God 
will move us to get behind God’s work locally, 
regionally, nationally and internationally.

What kind of reactions should we 
expect from people?
In a project like this, there are always three 
different reactions:

First, there are those who are already 
committed to praying and giving. They 
don’t need this emphasis. They are spiritually 
mature; they understand all the reasons why 
our missions partners need support; and they 
give sacrificially whenever they are asked. 

Second, there are those who are not going to 
give no matter what we do. They will come 
up with all kinds of objections, excuses and 
criticisms, but the real issue is they simply 
don’t want to give. Acts 1:8 is not for this group 
either. But we won’t let the objections of a 
few rob the rest of us of the joy of investing 
in God’s work.

Third, there are those who will want to give 
when they catch the vision of what God is 
doing to reconcile the world to Himself and 
how being part of that helps us spiritually. 
These people are the reason for this emphasis.

I am struggling financially, but I want 
to be part of spreading the gospel 
around the world. How can I give?
First, it’s awesome that you have a desire to give. 
It reminds us of the poor widow Jesus honored 
for her faith in giving in Mark 12:41-44: And he 
sat down opposite the treasury and watched 
the people putting money into the offering box. 
Many rich people put in large sums. And a poor 
widow came and put in two small copper coins, 
which make a penny. And he called his disciples 
to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this 
poor widow has put in more than all those who 
are contributing to the offering box. For they all 
contributed out of their abundance, but she out 
of her poverty has put in everything she had, all 
she had to live on.” (Mark 12:41-44)

From this moving example of sacrifice, Jesus 
taught 3 important truths:

• Your attitude is more important than your 
amount in giving.

• It is always possible to give something if we 
really trust God.

• God measures our faith by comparing what 
we’ve given with what we have left over 
after we’ve given.

There are many ways to give - if one is willing. 
Pray about giving what you can on November 19, 
and then make a faith commitment to give an 
additional amount over the next 12 months. 
Then, watch God fulfill his promise to meet 
your needs (Philippians 4:19).

Did You Get Your Acts 1:8 Information 
Packet?
If you have not received your Acts 1:8 
information packet, pick one up in the Lobby. 
The packet contains information about Forest 
Park’s vision for supporting our missions 
partners over the next 12 months, as well as 
tools to help you grow in your faith. Now is the 
time to join with us as we pray for a miracle on 
November 19.


