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this gospel is preached throughout the world, 
what she has done will also be told, in memory of 
her.” (Matthew 26:13).

3. It is perplexing to some (vs. 4-6).
Not everyone loves a God-honoring offering. 
Judas sounds quite holy when he responds, 
“This is a waste; it could have been sold and 
given to the poor.” But the valuable perfume 
was not for sale—it was for sharing, for giving 
to the Lord Jesus. Judas called it a “waste.” 
But waste is hoarding up possessions. Waste 
is when we keep them from their proper use.

4. It is pleasing to Christ (vs. 7-8).
Our Lord saw the broken alabaster box. He felt 
the oil on His feet. He smelled the perfume 
in the air. He saw the sweet look of love and 
sacrifice on her face as she knelt at His feet, 
and he said, “You have done a beautiful thing to 
me!” (Matthew 26:10)

Did You Get Your Acts 1:8 Information 
Packet?

If you have not received your Acts 1:8 
information packet, pick one up in the Lobby. 
The packet contains information about Forest 
Park’s vision for supporting our missions 
partners over the next 12 months, as well as 
tools to help you grow in your faith. Now is the 
time to join with us as we pray for a miracle on 
November 19.

What Constitutes a God-Honoring 
Offering? (John 12:1-8)

The text unfolds at a private dinner party in a 
home in Bethany a few days before Golgotha.  
The Lord Jesus is seated at the table with 
Lazarus and several close friends. Into the 
room walks a woman with an alabaster box.  
Without a word, she kneels at His feet, breaks 
open her box and pours out a very costly 
perfume on His feet, then wipes His feet with 
her hair. Some at the table were quick to rebuke 
her. But our Lord honored her.  Matthew, 
Mark and John all recorded it for posterity in 
order that we would know what makes a truly 
God-honoring offering.

1. It is precious to us (vs. 1-3).
When the woman brought her offering, we are 
told it was “very costly.”  In fact, it was worth 
about an entire year’s salary in that first century 
world. They had no banks, no stocks or bonds, 
nor savings accounts. This box was her savings, 
and she poured it out on the Lord. She did 
not simply dip her finger into her wealth and 
dab a little on Jesus. We honor God in our 
giving when we give Him something that is 
precious to us.

2. It is pleasant to others (v. 3).
The whole “house was filled with the fragrance 
of the perfume.” When the lady gave what was 
precious to her it became pleasant to others, 
and everyone got in on the beauty of the gift. 
This gift is still being a blessing to others today 
for the Lord said, “I tell you the truth, wherever 



How Do I Decide What to Give?

The Acts 1:8 Project is an opportunity to please 
God, advance the gospel , and grow our faith. 
Many have asked: how do I decide what God 
wants me to give?

Five Questions to Ask Myself

1. Will I give based on REASON or 
by REVELATION?
Is my gift just what I think I can afford, or is it 
what God wants to give through me?

2. Does this amount really stretch 
my faith?
And without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to him must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who 
earnestly seek him. (Hebrews 11:6)

3. Does it show I value my hope of 
eternal reward more than material 
things on earth?
Command them to do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this 
way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 
hold of the life that is truly life. (1 Timothy 6:18-19)

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it... (Psalm 24:1)

4. Does this amount represent a 
genuine sacrifice?
...I will not sacrifice to my God an offering that 
costs me nothing! (2  Samuel 24:24)

5. Does this amount express the 
level of thanksgiving I have for 
God’s blessings to me?
With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you; I will 
give thanks to your name, O LORD, for it is good. 
(Psalm 54:6)

If you will sincerely ask these questions, you’ll 
be able to arrive at a specific amount to give. 
The amount will almost always be larger than 
the first number that popped into your mind 
since it will be a step of faith.

Three Steps to Determine My 
Faith Commitment

Step 1: Surrender
Recognize that God owns everything you have. 
Tell Him that you want to manage what He has 
entrusted to your care according to His Will. 

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it... (Psalm 24:1)

Step 2: Listen
Ask God what he would have you do to 
advance the gospel locally, regionally, 
nationally and internationally. Begin by praying 
every day, “Lord, I want to give sacrificially.  
Now please show me how to give a gift that 
will stretch my faith.” If you are married, pray 
with your spouse. Don’t rush your decision. 
You’ll find that the longer you genuinely pray 
“show me how,” the more ways God will show 
you, and you will be able to give more than 
the first amount that popped into your head. 
Let God put the amount you should give in 
your heart and mind.

“...Speak Lord, for your servant is listening...” 
(1 Samuel 3:9)

Step 3: Do it!
Plan a family conference to discuss ways to 
give. Ask your family members to be thinking 
of ideas in advance. Be sure to involve your 
children, as this is a great opportunity to 
teach giving and faith. Let God stretch your 
faith by expecting Him to provide for you in 
supernatural ways. He will provide what He 
impresses you to give, even if it’s greater than 
the resources you can readily expect.

Each man should give what he has decided in his 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Cor. 9:7)


