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Discovering Ways to Give More to 
Missions

The Acts 1:8 offering we give on November 19 
will be both a cash offering and a commitment 
to give over the next 12 months. At first 
thought, most people do not think they have 
much cash lying around to give. But with a 
little creativity, and by taking advantage of 
the time between now and the offering, each 
of us can probably come up with more than 
we think. Working together, we can make 
a difference. Here are some creative ways to 
give a sacrificial offering.

1. Eliminate all eating out for a period of time.
2. Postpone a major purchase for a few 
more months in order to give more. 
3. Have everyone in your family locate the 
spare change in your house and begin 
collecting it all in one giant piggy bank.

There are two basic approaches to 
increasing our giving.
1. Look for ways to reduce your expenses. 
2. Look for ways to increase your income. 

By using a combination of these, you’ll 
be able to give more than you thought.  
Be creative!  Imagine if 200 families in our 
church each found a way to give an extra 
$500 that alone would total $100,000. 
When we have a heart to give, God always 
provides a way.

What We Can Expect Through the 
Acts 1:8 Project

1. We can expect to experience 
miracles.
When God’s people committed to extending 
the gospel in the New Testament, God showed 
up supernaturally. God will provide so we can 
give. He will also draw the lost to Jesus as we 
pray for our missions partners.

2. We can expect to grow spiritually.
Taking our eyes off of ourselves and asking God 
to break our hearts for a lost and dying world 
makes us more like Jesus. Sacrifice leads us to a 
deeper walk with Christ. Our focus will never be 
the money. Our focus is our faith. We’re going 
to learn how to trust God like never before.

3. We can expect to be hassled by 
Satan.
The advance of the gospel is always met 
with opposition. The devil doesn’t pay much 
attention to people who are so consumed 
with their own lives that they ignore the call of 
Jesus to go into all the world. New Testament 
Christians considered it an honor to suffer for 
Christ. And so will we.

4. We can expect to experience 
great joy.
Forest Park is going to get happy! As our 
missions partners report how God used the 
resources we provided to advance God’s 
work, we will celebrate how God brought 
glory to His name. When people give out of 
cheerful hearts and pull in the same direction, 
that makes for a happy church.



The Power of Commitment

You can’t live without making commitments. 
The person who refuses to commit will be a 
person without God, without a family, a job, 
a house and much more. There is no faith, no 
hope and no love without commitment.

The willingness to make commitments is 
a mark of emotional and spiritual maturity. 
Only the immature try to slide through life 
without committing to anything. It’s the fear 
of commitment that causes many to miss 
God’s blessing.

Nothing affects your life more than the 
commitments you make. God says that my 
commitments reveal my values (Matthew 6:24), 
shape my character (Proverbs 4:23) and 
determine my destiny (Mark 8:36-37).

There is tremendous power in a pledge. 
Commitment always unlocks the door to 
opportunities for spiritual growth. Successful 
people are just ordinary people who have 
chosen to make commitments that others are 
unwilling to make.

We do not understand the thinking of those 
who hesitate to make a financial commitment 
to God. They may sign a 30-year mortgage, 
but when it comes to God they say “What 
if I can’t keep my commitment?” The real 
question is, “where is their faith?” They have 
faith they are going to be able to pay off the 
mortgage! Why would they not have the faith 
that they can keep their commitment to God?

We have such admiration for those in our 
church family who will be making pledges 
to give over the next 12 months to Acts 1:8. 
Welcome to the great adventure! As you 
prepare your commitment card, consider 
these verses:

A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes 
others will himself be refreshed. (Proverbs 11:25)

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously. (2 Corinthians 9:6)

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over, 
will be poured into your lap. For with the measure 
you use, it will be measured to you. (Luke 6:38 )

More Answers to Your Questions

Can you tell us more about the 
scholarship fund?
It is for people who haven’t been on a missions 
trip before due to financial concerns. We won’t 
pay the cost of the whole trip, but will pay for 
a percentage of it. The percentage depends on 
how many apply for a scholarship so we can 
help as many go as possible.

Can I still give to Next Steps?
Yes. Some of us haven’t given all we pledged 
or intended to give. Money given to Next Steps 
will be used for our building needs.

If I’m giving to Next Steps online, 
will I need to change it to Acts 1:8, 
or is that automatic?
It is NOT automatic. In fact, if you don’t change 
it, it will continue to go to our building fund. 
If you give online, you will need to choose 
Acts 1:8 for the portion of your offering that 
you want to go to this project.

The offering envelopes don’t have 
a place for Acts 1:8.  Do we use the 
missions box?
Acts 1:8 is different from the missions box 
on your offering envelope. Acts 1:8 is much 
broader in scope and supports many more 
missions partners. If you give to Acts 1:8 using 
offering envelopes, be sure to write “Acts 1:8” 
on the envelope and check. We will have new 
envelopes printed in a couple of months to 
make it easier.


