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3. Our suffering will  _____________________  
in comparison to what God has in store for us.

For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us 
an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison. 
(2 Corinthians 4:17) 

...no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man 
imagined, what God has prepared for those who love 
him. (1 Corinthians 2:9) 

4. Although suffering is not  _______________, 
God can use it for good.

God uses suffering to  _________________ me.

Sometimes it takes a painful experience to make our 
ways. (Proverbs 20:30, TEV)

God uses suffering to  _________________ me.

Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried 
you in the furnace of affliction. (Isaiah 48:10)

God uses suffering to  _________________ me.

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant 
it for good.” (Genesis 50:20)

God uses suffering to  _________________ me.

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, for you know that the testing of your 
faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness 
have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing. (James 1:2-4)

Main point: It’s better to believe in a God 
who  ________  us from suffering for eternity, 
than to not believe and risk suffering forever.

Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and 
the people, and said to them, “You brought me this man as 
one who was misleading the people. And after examining 
him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty of any 
of your charges against him. Neither did Herod, for he sent 
him back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has been 
done by him. I will therefore punish and release him.” But 
they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release 
to us Barabbas”— a man who had been thrown into prison 
for an insurrection started in the city and for murder. Pilate 
addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus, but 
they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he said 
to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him 
no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release 
him.” But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that 
he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. So Pilate 
decided that their demand should be granted. He released 
the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection 
and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus 
over to their will. (Luke 23:13-25, ESV)

1. God is not the creator of  _______________  
and suffering.

And God saw everything that he had made, and 
behold, it was very good. (Genesis 1:31) 

“...Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:10)

2. The day is coming when suffering will cease 
and evil will be  _________________________.

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
reach repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)
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